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FOUR COUNTIES AND TWo l =
COUNTRIES (CHESTER VIA DINKYS |
DINAHS - AUDAX DIY, 200KM). »

It wgs Mmonsoon season as | opened the front door.
Serious thought was given to closing the door and

climbing back into bed. Iknew it was going to be

one of those rides. By the time Imade it to the top of

the hill, about 2km, I could feel the rain running
dOVI{n my skin on the way to my already cold feet. |
realised that Id left my heart rate monitor at horr;e
but knew that if went back togetit Idcallita day,.

Jyst started, and | was not q happy bunny. By the
time | reached Stone (5km), I was also very cold - so
much for my winter kit keeping me warm and dr
At t.‘his point!would have settled for warm and V\Zt
Istill had hope, as I could see a break in the clouds :
where the first light of the sun was breaking
through, so I told myself to keep going.

Pushing on in my misery, | realised that only a few
Years ago Id have enjoyed the challenge of the rain
Now I'm just a feeble rider, a wannabe Audaxer. '
Approaching Hodnet (40km) the rain started to.
break, and the morning sun began to warm me: the
world was a much nicer place. Although the rair;
had stopped, the roads were badly flooded. To be
honest | never really warmed up all day, but my
speeddid increase mid-morning just in time for
another monsoon downpour. Imade it to Ford
; jede

(72kms) and sat eating r?y b')’ iﬁ’:’;;g:sonaslgisged
sandwiches and a cup of ted

and private puddle R
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ning.
However, this was on me and my route planning

|t was a welcome relief to arriveatChes:erless;Z ,I,'t == 0 | 5-dy
datory hen party. : R —— S
was greeted by themanda L AL f—
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1 illy” s where the startd
the service at Tilly’s Caféw f .
d muddy cyclisttos
seem happy for awetan
| 40km back to
inside to get warm. The fina )
g‘f;ke ongl'rent passed fairly quickly but the sun
was leaving me now. ljust wanted to get

home for a hot bath.

My Audax UK - a new mobile App for Audax rides

It's almost Spring and many
of us are planning which
Audax rides they want to
sign up for. This could be just
a modest few choice events
or something more complex
like RRtY. But for me, this
season is more focused than
my usual scattering of rides
as I'm aiming for my first
Super Randonneur award.
Pulling this together was the
motivation for me to write a
simple mobile app - My
Audax UK

My plan was to design
something simple to use and
dedicated to helping with
just the selection of events. It
needed to have an easy,
one-finger interface and to
be very accessible. As well as
that it had to be a mobile
App, not an internet
resource, as | didn't want to
make a version for the
website.

So, | produced a
prototype and tentatively
asked for some feedback
from the community of
Audax riders on Facebook. |
was worried that this would
be less than complementary!
But it was all positive and
well beyond what | expected.
Members seemed to like the
overall idea and lots of
thoughts and ideas on how
to improve the design and
function of the App were
suggested.

The finished App was
released soon after and is
now available. Since October
2019, there’s been a steady
stream of downloads with
more than 100 members
already using it.

There are two main
screens: Search for rides
and View rides you have
entered.

The screen | use most is
the search facility. You simply
select the distance and a list
showing rides in date order is
displayed. Thanks to a
suggestion from the
Facebook group I've also
added a distance from your
current position to the start
of the ride. Clicking on the
ride links you straight to the

AUK website where you can
then see more information
or enter the ride. You can
view the Audax rides you
have entered by clicking the
bicycle icon. This will display
the rides you have entered in
date order.

The App is currently only
available for Android
mobiles. It doesn't store any
information, has no adverts
and is free to download! Find
it on the Google Play store
and type “my audax UK".
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Event Medal & Patches

Severn Bridge Series

A collection of events
throughout 2020, taking you
across the Severn Bridge into

the beautiful Welsh Countryside

Two Tunnel Series

Experience Coombe Down Tunnel
Longest rideable tunnel in Britain

https://tinyurl.com/snnk7ls




